
Assignment 2: Answers and Comments 
 
 
 

3. (20) Decrypt the ciphertext corresponding to your student ID from the file you 
decrypted in the previous problem. Determine the cipher used to encrypt the data, 
along with the encryption key. Submit  
1) the name of the cipher,  
2) the key, and  
3) a description of the steps you took for recovering the key.  
 
Attention: You cannot use any specialized tools or programs, unless you 
developed them yourself, for solving this problem. You can use generic tools, e.g., 
spreadsheet program. 

 
The following is an example of good answer to the question, courtesy of student with 
# s12902037: 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 
4. (10) You are to submit a short segment of text and a hash that is derived from a 

combination of the quote and your 
student ID. 

The following are an example of good answer to questions 4 & 5, courtesy of Michael 
Mehar Gujral: 

 

 
 

5. (15) Collision Problem. Find a collision with the hash you computed from the 
previous problem #4 

 

 
 
 
Comments: 

1. Many people miscalculated the modified total for question 4 and 5. Again, 
the modified sum shall be calculated as follows, 

 
 

Grade distribution for assignment 2: 
 



 
 


